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T he Floss Silk tree, formerly called Chorisia speciosa, is na ve 

to Argen na, Paraguay and southern Brazil and belongs to the 

Malvaceae family. 

It is a deciduous tree, fast growing at first but slowing as it ma-

tures. The tree can reach a height of 40 feet tall with an equal 

spread, but some trees are known to reach an 80-foot height 

The trunk is green, swollen at  mes resembling the shape of a 

vase and covered with several thick gray thorns that protect the 

tree from animals. In its na ve habitat, the trunk wood, which is 

waterproof, is o en used to make canoes. Here, you may find a 

tree with a smooth trunk by buying gra ed varie es from a rep-

utable nursery.  

The leaves are bright green, palmate, each composed of 5-to-7 

leaflets, resembling an open fan. 

In late summer to early winter, most of the leaves drop, expos-

ing a profusion of spectacular large flowers resembling those of 

a hibiscus. The flowers come in a mul tude of colors depending 

on the cul vars: white, cream, yellow, as well as various shades 

of pink, with either gold or white throats.  

The fruit follows the flowering period; it is dark green and may 

be mistaken for an avocado when hanging from the tree. As the 

fruit splits, it reveals a white silk-like material that some people 

call co on. This fiber-like material, which soon falls to the 

ground, contains several black seeds. It is said the fiber may be 

used to stuff pillows, as well as a variety of winter clothing. 

The floss silk tree performs best in a sunny spot, requires a large 

space, needs regular watering before becoming drought tolerant 

with age, may be suscep ble to frost when young, and does not 

require a lot of maintenance.  

This is a gorgeous ornamental tree, grown for its spectacular 

flowers, and is impressive even when seen from a distance.  

Whether you have one growing in your neighborhood or some-

where else, I hope you take a moment to enjoy the stunning 

beauty of the floss silk trees. 

Great	Trees	of	the	LA/OC	‐	Emina	Darakjy	
Ceiba speciosa      Floss Silk Tree 

To order a copy of the third edi on of “Street Trees Recommended for Southern California”, visit our website at 

www.stree reeseminar.com, or call Heather at 714.639.6516 
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STS	in	the	Community	‐	The	Landscape	Expo	 

We love being part of The Landscape Expo every year.   

With 2,300+ Attendees, 178 Exhibitors, 12 Associations, 
and 54 Seminars there is so much to see and do.   It was 
great to catch up with members, and meet some great new 
folks too.    

Thanks to Alan Hudak and John Conway for taking the 
lead on the exhibits and to 
Emina Darakjy, Erik Diaz 
and Lucas Mitchell for 
coming out to assist.    

Can’t wait for next year - 
mark your calendar for 
September 18-19, 2024 at 
Anaheim Convention 
Center.    

 

STS Scholarship Program 2023 

 
Street Tree Seminar, Inc. annually awards monetary schol-
arships to outstanding southern California college students. 
Our main goal is to see more active college graduates en-
ter the urban forestry and arboriculture fields. Application 
Process: Applicant must be a current student carrying a 
minimum of 12.0 units in a southern California area college 
majoring in the Arboriculture, Horticulture, or Natural Sci-
ences field, with a keen interest in pursuing a career in  
Arboriculture/Urban Forestry. 
 
Click here to become a sponsor. 
 
Click here to download the instructions and application 
form. Please return completed applications to: 
 
Street Tree Seminar, Inc 
Scholarship Committee 
P.O. Box 6415 
Anaheim, CA 92816 
714/639-6516 
  
 
Email Us if you have any questions regarding our scholar-
ship program. 

Scholarship Amount: $250.00  -  $1,500.00 
 
Application Deadline: November 1 
 
Oral Interview: Mid November 
 
Announcement of Award: 
November 30 
 
Presentation of Award: Scholarship awards will be 
presented at the December meeting of Street Tree 
Seminar. Recipients must attend presentation to re-
ceive award. 
 
Selection Criteria: A combination of factors will be 
evaluated by a panel of professionals. These factors 
are as follows: 

1. Grade point Average (10%) 
2. Academic & Community Involvement (20%) 
3. Experience & Professional Involvement (20%) 
4. Essay for Publication of Street Trees (20%) 
5. Letter from Academic Advisor (10%) 
6. Need of Financial Assistance (20%) 
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October	Meeting	information 
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PRESIDENT 
Rachel Malarich 

City of Los Angeles 
1149 S. Broadway 

Los Angeles, CA  90015 
213/365-7400 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Lucas Mitchell 

City of Rancho Cucamonga 
8794 Lion Street 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730 
909/477-2730 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Erik Diaz 
USC 

3450 S. Vermont 
Los Angeles, CA 90089 

310/490-9847  
 

SECRETARY 
Wister Dorta 

Arborjet  
PO Box 1353 

Venice, CA  90294 
310/ 995-2098 

 

TREASURER 
Dawn Fluharty 

Target Specialty Products 
PO Box 211004 

Loma Mar, CA  942021 
650/879-9622 

 

DIRECTORS 
Michael Wallich 

USC 
3450 S. Vermont 

Los Angeles, CA 90089 
213-821-5514 

 

Cristina Basurto 
City Plants 

200 N Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 

323-364-6178 
 

Ernesto Macias 
West Coast Arborists, Inc 

2200 E Via Burton 
Anaheim, CA  92806 

714/991-1900 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
Rachel Malarich 
213/365-7400 

 
 

MAILING ADDRESS 
Street Tree Seminar, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6415 
Anaheim, CA  92816-6415 

www.streettreeseminar.com 
714/639-6516 

Meeting	Schedule	2023	

 
Oct 19  Golf Tournament/Lunch Talk   Green River Golf Course 
  Benefits of Trees to Humans and Urban  Corona, CA 
  Ecosystems with Janet Har n   
 
Dec 14  Scholarship Awards/Officer Installa on Agriscapes @ Cal Poly Pomona 
       Pomona, CA 

 
Stay Tuned for our 2024 Calendar of Events! 

 
Interested in hos ng a program in your community?  We are interested in hearing from you! 
Contact heather@stree reeseminar.com 

Industry	Events	

“To provide a forum for 
professionals to share their 
experience, knowledge and 
exper se for the benefit of the 
membership and the 
enhancement of Southern 
California’s Urban Forest”. 

MISSION  

“To enhance the health and 

beauty of Southern California’s 

Urban Forest”.  

VISION 

   
Oct 6  Soil Ecology & Tree Day 
  www.wcisa.net– San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
Oct18/19 Desert Green XXVII ‐ Managing Extremes   
  www.desert‐green.org‐ Las Vegas, NV 
 
Nov 18th Climate Adapted Trees and Care      
  www:inlandurbanforestcouncil.org ‐ Temescal Valley, CA 
  
Dec  3rd  ASCA 2023 Annual Conference   
  www.asca‐consultants.org ‐ Renton, WA 
 
Dec 6th  Systems Thinking Arboriculture w/ Bill Owen  
  www.wcisa.net ‐ online  
 
Dec 15th Pest Fest 2023      
  www.wcisa.net ‐ Rohnert Park, CA 


